ScienceGrrl

“The best comment that I had all day was from a parent
of a girl who was about to go into secondary school. She
said “I always thought of science as being a 'boy' thing,
but now we've come here and spoken to all of you today,
we know that's not the case." And it's comments like that
that make you realise how worthwhile these activities
really are ‐ I'm proud of being a ScienceGrrl, and just
slightly disappointed that I can't wear the badge all the
time.”

Rosie Davies, ScienceGrrl Birmingham
chapter, on 'I'm a Scientist, Talk to Me'
at the British Science Festival 2014
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ScienceGrrl Report: Through Both
Eyes: The Case For a Gender Lens in
STEM
"Through Both Eyes" is a report researched and
written by ScienceGrrl, in response to a request
from Sir Peter Luff MP to devise practical and
actionable recommendations to the STEM sector
about how to
increase equality
of access to STEM
careers. You can
download
it,
free, from our
website.

From the Directors
She Blinded Me With Science
In November, Violet Transmissions re‐
released Thomas Dolby’s ‘She Blinded Me
With Science’ as the title track of their
latest EP. Prof Tim Bussey, lead vocalist and
Oxford don, got in touch several months
previously to discuss using the song to
promote the contribution of women to
science and highlight how often this is
overlooked. The video accompanying the
song featured 5 ScienceGrrls ‐ Roma
Agrawal, Lia Ying Li, Suzi Gage, Ceri
Brenner, and
Suze Kundu.
We worked
closely with
Tim
and
producer
Ben to make
sure
they
were
depicted
authentically and came across with
integrity, charisma and energy. The video
also featured footage from the BBC TV
series ‘Orphan Black’ showing female
geneticists at work. To date, it has had over
10,000 views on youtube.

The
recommendations
have been widely
accepted by the
STEM community
and we have
received letters
of support from a
variety of companies including Boeing, Ultra
Electronics and Finmeccanica. We have used the
report to build strong and sustainable relationships
with key actors in the STEM outreach and diversity
community including organisations such as WISE,
WES, STEMNET British Science Association and
EngineeringUK. We have also had strong political
buy‐in with letters of support from Nick Clegg,
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Hi Everyone,

This year at ScienceGrrl has been our most exciting yet.
We’ve expanded our network and strengthened our roots,
made strong connections within science, technology,
engineering and maths (STEM) both locally and nationally,
and have seen our work grow in reach and impact.
This success has been in no small part due to our wonderful
network of dedicated and enthusiastic volunteers who work
across our 20 chapters to make ScienceGrrl what it is. Our
chapters have worked tirelessly to support and celebrate women in STEM. They have
put on networking and mentoring events, they’ve presented at science festivals,
schools and careers fairs to spread the word about life in
science and the opportunities it presents, and in doing so
they have showcased amazing role models and have
inspired countless people.
At a national level we have also been making great strides
in celebrating women in STEM and highlighting the issues
they still face. Our ‘Through Both Eyes’ report has been an
extraordinary
vehicle
for
lobbying
government,
articulating the real issues faced by women and girls
whilst demanding change through constructive recommendations. The video
accompanying ‘She Blinded me with Science’ took our science role models to a
whole new audience.
We hope you agree that this annual report summarises the
impressive extent and impact of our work this year. We are
also extremely proud that alongside this hard work and
dedication our core team and chapters have maintained the
positive and inclusive energy that has always defined
ScienceGrrl. We are looking forward to deepening our impact
in the coming years and are confident that we have a firm
foundation from which to develop our work.
And we’re very grateful to have you with us as we continue this journey. Thank you
so much for your continued support.

Heather, Anna & Ellie

Our Successes
Between February 2014 and February 2015, our chapters have
organised and enabled:

38 socials, attracting small
groups of between 5 and
30. These provide not only
great fun but also provide
informal peer support.
Feedback from chapter
members is that those who
feel isolated in their
workplaces
often
find
chapter
socials
most
encouraging. Chapters in
London, Birmingham and
Manchester
were
also
involved in organising more structured events, 4 for
networking and speed mentoring, and 4 offering
training in public engagement and representing women
in science.

10 events for school
age children, mainly
contributions
to
science and careers
fairs. Chapters have
also created new
events for school age
children, including a stand showcasing lesser‐
known scientific careers (“Lesser Spotted
Sciences”, Oxford) and an evening of talks and hands‐on practicals for families and
Girl Guides exploring earth sciences (“Science Rocks”, Manchester).
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4 public lectures, in London, Manchester, Birmingham
and Sheffield. All were very well attended, attracting
audiences
of
between 100 and
500. Two of these
lectures
were
given by Prof Gina
Rippon, a strong
supporter
of
ScienceGrrl who
we
have
also
partnered with in
challenging
neuroscience reports in the media which falsely
reinforce gender stereotypes. We call this #neurotrash;
#neurotrash bulletins are periodically posted to our
facebook page and tweeted, and have attracted
interest from the national press.
34
contributions
to
local
community and science festivals,
largely using outreach activities
developed by chapter members,
including “I’m a ScienceGrrl, Talk
to
Me”
and
“Science
Superheroes”.
Festivals
were
generally very well‐attended,
chapter members typically spoke
to hundreds of adults and children
from a wide range of backgrounds.

ScienceGrrl currently has 20 chapters, covering England and Scotland: London, Essex, Cambridge, Oxford, Northampton, Bristol,
Swansea, Birmingham, Warwick and Coventry, Nottingham, Manchester, Liverpool, Lancashire, Sheffield, York, North East,
Glasgow, Edinburgh, Stirling, Aberdeen. 14 of our chapters are active, organising a variety of events throughout the year: social
get‐togethers, networking and training events, public lectures, schools outreach, online initiatives, and fundraisers. Chapter
members have also represented ScienceGrrl at a range of festivals and provided input on behalf of ScienceGrrl into policy
documents and discussions in the media at a local level. 6 of our chapters are in the planning stages, gathering interested people
and planning activities.

Our Successes
In addition to public lectures,
Edinburgh
chapter
took
ScienceGrrl to the Fringe with a
light‐hearted but provocative
show entitled “Women! Science
is not for you!”, which attracted
100 people. Sheffield chapter
have also organised 3 PubhD
sessions,
providing
the
opportunity for female PhD
students and graduates to gain experience communicating their
research to a non‐expert audience...in a pub!
Chapters have continued to build strong
collaborative relationships with local industry,
universities, science communication networks,
science museums,
and
organisations
such as Girl Geeks,
Girl Guides and
Brownies,
who
already
have
a
positive
relationship
with
local girls.
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6
online
initiatives,
including
focussed
contributions to Twitter (e.g. 12 Days of Science,
Oxford; @sciencequines, Aberdeen) and podcasts
discussing
the
contribution
of women to
science and
local
ScienceGrrl
events.

Chapters
have
also
contributed
significantly to our finances, securing
£2985 of external funding for local
events, from charities (BSW, Ogden
Trust,
Kiltwalk)
and
industrial
sponsors
(Shell).
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ScienceGrrl Because Science is for
everyone.
everyone

Our Successes
Lorna Slater Electro‐Mechanical
Engineer

ScienceGrrl has 515 members
(as of 3/2/2015), who support
us financially, are linked to
their nearest chapter, and are
able to vote at our AGM.
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Berit Rabe Sea‐
Going Physical
Oceanographer

Our presence on social media
continues to grow. As this
report
goes
to
press
(22/2/2015) we have 14.5k
Twitter followers and 1665 facebook likes. The @Science_Grrl Twitter
feed is our main communication channel and we aim to monitor and
update this daily, the SciGrrl facebook page carries key highlights
and updates from the Twitter feed. Chapters typically
communicate with members through separate e‐mail and
facebook groups.
We have invested considerable time in
www.sciencegrrl.co.uk this year, developing
chapter pages and featuring monthly blogs
from ScienceGrrls from a range of careers
and backgrounds, who also feature in the
cover images on our
Twitter
feed
and
Becky Smith Helicopter
facebook page.
Engineering Apprentice
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Lauren Gardiner
Globe Trotting
Botanist

Our Finances
ScienceGrrl Treasurer’s Report
February 2015
For accountancy purposes we have changed our financial year from 1st April – 31st March to 1st
August – 31st July. The data discussed below reflects this change and covers both the year
ending 31st July 2014 and the year 1st August 2014‐31st July 2015 (figures correct as of
03/02/15).
We started the 2013‐2014 financial year with a credit balance of £3304.03. Although we had a
significant income during this year, due largely to the success of the “Science is for Everyone”
lecture with Professor Brian Cox, we have also had significant expenses as we sought to invest
in the future of ScienceGrrl. However, at the last AGM we reported that our expenditure had
exceeded our income for the financial year 2013‐2014. This is no longer the case owing to the
alterations made to the financial year discussed above. Additionally the donation of funds
raised from the “Science is for Everyone” lecture to the Widening Participation Programme at
the University of Manchester (£3759.56) was not made during the 2013‐2014 financial year and
as such is not included in this year’s figures. We ended the year with a credit balance of
£8878.22 giving us overall proceeds for the year of £5574.19.

Income
Our largest source of income during this financial year was the inaugural “Science is for
Everyone” lecture with Professor Brian Cox held in October 2013. As announced at the previous
AGM the net proceeds from this event were £7,719.12 which was divided between ScienceGrrl
and the Widening Participation Programme (WPP) at the University of Manchester.

Financial Year:
1st August 2013 – 31st
July 2014
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Detailed figures for this event were presented at the previous AGM and can be found in the
2014 Annual Report. A second significant source of income this year were five sponsorship
grants totalling £6000.00 (from Airbus Group, ARUP, BAE Systems, GKN Plc, Jaguar LandRover,
and National Grid), received to cover the costs of producing the “Through Both Eyes” report.
This money was provided solely for that purpose and was spenton producing the report. We
also received income from membership fees, a Christmas raffle to win signed Brian Cox
books, ticket sales from other events including a public speaking workshop given by Gia
Milinovich and donations.

Expenditure
Our main expenses were incurred in producing the “Through Both Eyes” report, purchasing
merchandise and promotional materials such as business cards and postcards, in the holding
of events such as the Gia Milinovich workshop and a Speed Mentoring event in London, and in
the payment of third party professional fees. These include the development of the website
and the production of promotional artwork.
We also paid £1950 to fund 6 children from Oaklands School, Tower Hamlets, London to
attend the Mission Discovery Summer School. We had pledged to provide this opportunity
using the proceeds from our 2013 calendar, and were pleased to honour that commitment.
Figures are correct as of 03/02/2015. We started the 2014‐2015 financial year with a credit
balance of £8878.22.

Balance at year start (1/8/2013)
Income 2013‐2014
Expenditure 2014‐2015
Balance at year end (31/7/2014)

£3304.03
£18,995.07
£13420.88
£8878.22

Our Finances
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Expenditure
Our most significant expenditure this year to date has been the payment of £3759.56 raised by the “Science is for Everyone”
lecture by Professor Brian Cox to the Widening Participation Fund at the University of Manchester. This year we have also
made funds available to our local chapters to help resource their activities. To date Sheffield and York chapters have both
claimed money totally £56.54. Additional expenses have been incurred in purchasing merchandise and promotional materials
including additional roller banners, producing the “Through Both Eyes” report and in the payment of third party professional
fees incurred in the running of ScienceGrrl as a not for profit company. It is important to note that although our expenses for
this financial year to date have exceeded our income this is due largely to the payment to WPP (UoM) which was made from
funds raised last financial year.

Income
We have had five main sources of income to date this year: membership fees, sales of our merchandise range,
donations made in response to the “She Blinded Me With Science” video, a single donation of funds raised by Suzie
Sheehy who was sponsored to run the London Marathon and a British Science Festival Grant that was applied for,
and awarded to, the Aberdeen chapter. The funds donated by Suzie Sheehy have been earmarked for use in
projects in the London area and the grant awarded to the Aberdeen chapter is solely for their use. Additional funds
have been raised by members in the Glasgow area who successfully completed the Kiltwalk and were awarded a
grant for use in their work in the Glasgow area. These funds have not yet been received in our accounts. A further
£1000.00 from the Ogden Trust in payment for a lecture given by Dr Heather Williams is also outstanding at present.
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1st August 2014 – 31st
July 2015
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Proposals for
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ScienceGrrl was founded in 2012, as part of a movement to improve representation of women in science,
technology, engineering and maths (STEM). We aim to provide women in STEM with a voice, to support them in
their work and provide them with a platform as authentic,
inspirational role models. We started this endeavour with the
ScienceGrrl Calendar 2013, and have built on the community
which grew up around this project to grow a national network
of local chapters. In 2014, we defined our raison d'être in the
‘Through Both Eyes’ report and cemented ScienceGrrl’s standing
amongst policy makers and fellow activists as an organisation
which understood the challenges around improving women’s
access to and experience of STEM careers and was committed to
doing something about them.
We have already
achieved so much
with
limited funds and
the
boundless energy of the many dedicated volunteers who share our vision. It
is time to pause and reflect again, as we look to the future. Over the
coming year we will be starting an in‐depth process of strategic planning to
ensure the longer‐term sustainability of ScienceGrrl. We need to look
carefully at what we are already doing well, and how we strengthen and
coordinate these efforts to increase their impact and longevity. We want to
make sure that as we grow we continue to meet genuine needs, ensuring
we put our resources to the most effective use, and put appropriate
organisational structures in place to support these goals.
As such we will be consulting our membership to help us to consider and define our strategic direction, and hope this will be the beginning of an ongoing conversation with those who have an
express interest in seeing ScienceGrrl succeed. We will also inviting input from the wider STEM community, similar membership organisations, and financial and business experts as needed, to help
us refine our thinking and action plans. By the end of 2014, we will be gathering this information to shape a nationally‐agreed strategy for ScienceGrrl that will guide, support and communicate
our work into 2015 and beyond. We look forward to incorporating your thoughts, ideas and dreams in that process.
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"We have already achieved so much with limited
funds and the boundless energy of the many
dedicated volunteers who share our vision."

Our Friends
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We like doing cool stuff with our friends. There's more to come, so expect
to hear more about what we're doing with our friends during 2015/16.
Women in Science and Engineering (WISE)
STEMNET
British Science Association (BSA)
Engineering UK
NUS
now>press>play
The Market Bosworth School
Science Museum
MOSI
The Girls Network
Lionel: the Spaceship of our Imagination
Girl Guiding
PEACH Science
Women of the World (WOW) festival at the Southbank Centre
Technopop
The University of Manchester
WAX Science
Manchester Girl Geeks
Education and Employers Taskforce

ScienceGrrl Because Science is for
everyone

